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Steps Volume 3: Arabesques

This work was written in collaboration with my aunt, the painter Ann Seabourne, with whom ideas were shared

throughout the creative process.

The cycle forms part of an ongoing series, and is dedicated to the young pianist whose playing inspired me

to write again and to whom I will always be deeply indebted.

I am grateful to Michael Bell for help with some details of technique.

Peter Seabourne

Peter Seabourne: www.peterseabourne.com

Ann Seabourne:  www.annseabourne.co.uk

The Bright Window

...

Generalife - daybreak
(I am the garden revealed in beauty every morning)

...

Melted silver, pearls, tears, clouds

...

Dark Day

...

Fountains

...

Hammam Baths - blue secrets

...

Mid-Afternoon - The Red Fort

...

Water gardens - the dark watchers - early evening

...

Daydream - domes of mocárabes
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* bar 3 - lowest B if possible, with R.H. or taken by L.H. Small hands can omit it if too uncomfortable.
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2. Generalife - daybreak
I am the garden, revealed in beauty every morning



The two tempi are not intended over-metronomically - these merely indicate a sense of freedom, with one figuration a little slower than the other.
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* Flat hand and forearm chords are either white note § or black note b. They are not intended to be precise but the approximate register is indicated.. 

  "Fist struck" notes are not "(sledge-)hammer blows"; merely to be played this way to give a sense of bell-like emphasis and visual importance.
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* passages marked with an X time signature are not intended to be in tempo; more like cadenza's with a certain freedom for rubato, but nevertheless surging and fast
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This piece should sound fluid and playful! Rubato and freedom with dynamics should be part of its sound world.
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6. Hammam Baths - blue secrets

Peter Seabourne



Pedal marks are kept to a minimum - but this should be played "baigné de pedales"
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* bar 18 and similar: rubato will be necessary to accomplish the left hand. The melody note should arrive at the end of the arpeggiation.
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