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Driving - relentless
Gentle, berceuse-like
Flighty, enigmatic, delicate, fragile
Grave- ominous
Dancing - hesitant
Mesto - semplice - cantabile
Troubled - rhapsodic
Viscious - brutal
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Meandering - lamenting - increasingly crushing
Slightly hurried - uneasy
Subdued - murmuring
Violent
Very still - spacious - questioning
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Despite the title, I do not intend this work to be religious. I have no faith. Its "crucifixion" is something more 
general, though undefined. These pieces simply explore the anticipation of suffering, of pain both experienced
and caused. Their inspiration originated in the passion paintings of Caravaggio, many of which one feels are 
autobiographical, but it quickly moved beyond this initial stimulus into wider territory to produce sixteen little 
preludes. They are intended to be played as a cycle; however, performers are free to select as they choose from
among them if they wish. 
This fifth volume in a series forms part of an ongoing and open ended compositional journey. The project is 
dedicated to the young pianist whose playing rekindled my compositional spark, and to whom I will always 
be deeply indebted.
P.S.

Steps Volume 5: Sixteen Scenes before a Crucifixion
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NOTES:
Pedal markings are not intended to be prescriptive, or exhaustive; they are kept to a minimum in some pieces. 
Their absence does not mean that no pedal is intended. Players should use their discretion based on hall acoustics,
instrument and so forth.
Quintuplets, septuplets etc. are always to be played evenly throughout the group and not subdivided into 2+3 etc.. 
The stress in these is always on the first note.
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minimal pedal markings to avoid clutter,
but they should be generous throughout. * bar 1  - the D# should be heard as the "melody note" - slightly dominant - the upper E as harmonic colouring.
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*indicated spread of chords between hands is just a suggestion - the player is totally free to amend this  a piacere
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This piece should be lightly pedalled throughout for resonance.
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