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Called Back

10 seﬁinqs ol[ Emilq DicLinson

DQJIGP SGC] l)OU rne

1. The last niqlﬁ that she lived

If I should cease to lwinq a Rose
Safe in their Alabaster Chambers
How Manq Flowers

"Tis not that innq hurts us so -

. The Clouds their Backs J[OC]QH’]QP |aid
I'm ceded - I've sfopped Iaeinq Their's
Sanq I[Pom ﬂ\e Heapjl, SiPe,
Depapjied - to the Juclqmenjf -

10. So give me back to Death -

N O

c]umfion c.19 minufes



The last Niqlﬁ that Sl’ne lived
It was a Common Hiqlﬁ
Excepf ihe innq - H’liS to Us
Made Nafure diﬂerenf

We noticed smallest H1inqs -
Thinqs overlooked before
Bq this qreaf qulﬁ upon our Minds

Ifolicized - as Ifwer’e.

As We went out anc] in
Befween Her l[inal poom
And Qooms where Those fo be alive

Tomorrow were, a Blame

Thai O”]eps could exisl
While She must ](inish quife
A Jealousq ](OP HeP arose

So nearlq infinite -

We waited while She passed -

It was a narrow time -

Too josﬂed were Our Seuls to speol<
At Ieanh the nofice came.

She menfioned, and {orqof -

Then |iql1f|q as a peed

Bent to the Wa’[ep, s’[ruqqled scarce -
Consenfed, and was dead -

And We - We placec] the Hair -
And drew the Head erect -

AI’](J ihen an OW{Ul |€iSUP€ was

Belief to r‘equlaie -

* kok

H | Sl’lOUl(J cease fo lwinq a Qose
Upon a ](esfa| claq,
ITwi” Ee I)ecause Beqond H]e pose

I |‘IC1\/€ Eeen CG”QC] away -

I]( l Sl‘lOulC] cease iO iGLQ ”‘IQ names
MLJ [)UC]S commemomfe -

ITwi” Ee l)ecause Dea”]ls ](inqer
Claps my murmuring |ip!

* kok

Safe in ﬂ'leip Alabasfep Chambeps -
Unfouched qu Mominq -
And untouched by Noon -

SIEQP H1€ meel< meml)ers O{ H’]Q IQQSUPPQCHOH,

IQC]HQP O{ \SOJ“I’I (]I”I(J IQOO{ O{ Sfone -

Grand go the Veors,

In the Crescent above them -
Worlds scoop their Aves -
Ancl Fir’momenfs - row -
Diadems - clrop -

And Doqes surrender -
Soundless as Dofs,

On a Disk of Snow.

% ok ok

How many Flowers fail in Wood -
Or pePis|1 from the Hill -

Without the pPivique to know

That qu are Beautiful -

HOW many C(]SJ[ a nameless DO(J

Upon ’I|19 nearest Breeze -
Unconscious Of ﬂme Scar'ef Freiqlﬁ -
It Eear fo Oﬂwr qus -

% ok ok

'Tis not that innq hurts us so -
Tis Livinq - hurts us more -

But innq - is a different way -
A Kind l)ehind ﬂ]e Door -

The Southern Custom - of the Bird -
That ere the Frosts are due -

Accepfs a better Latitude -

We - are the Birds - that sj[aq.

The Shiverers round Farmers' doors -
For whose reluctant Crumb -

We siipulafe - Hill piiqinq Shows
Persuade our Feathers Home.

% ok ok

* Manq Dickinson poems exist in mulfiple versions. |his one has two distinct two-verse forms from 1859 and 1861
which share the bulk of the first but have enfirelq different second ones. Both are beautiful so, Iaeqqinq her indulqence,

l |1cwe Gmalqamaied ﬂ]e J[WO, ma|<inq ﬂwee sfanzas.



The Cloucls ﬂ-ieip Bac|<s foqeﬂmp |ai<J Sanq fpom ﬂ\e Hearf, Sipe,
The North Bequn fo pusl\ Dippec] my Beak in it,

Tl\e Foresfs qa”oped fill ﬂ]eq l[e” I]( Hme Tune drip foo much
The I_iqlﬂninq p]oqed like mice Have a fint foo Red

T]w Thunder crumlalecl |i|<e a squ Dardon ﬂ]e Cochineal -
How qood to be in Tombs Suffer the Vermillion -
Where Nature's Temper cannct reach Death is the Wealth
NOP missile ever comes O][ Hw Door’esjl Bird.

e Bear wi”] ﬂ]e Ba”ac] -
AwLwan—](oHerinq -

I'm ceded - I've sfopped beinq Their's - T Death twists the strings -

The name Theq clroppec] upon my face Twasn't my blame -

Wi”‘u wafep, in H‘ue counimj chur’ch

Is l[inished using, now, Douse in your Lifurqies -
And Theq can puf it with my Do”s, Wait your Chorals -

Mq childhood, and the sj[rinq of spools, While | repeo’[ your

I've finished ﬂweoclinq - too - Hallowed name -

Bapjﬁzed, l)e][ore, wiflwui ”’le cl}oice, ke

Bujl J[l)is iime, consciouslq, of GPace -

Unto supremest name - Depor’fed - to the Judqmenf -

Ca”ed fo my Fu" - T|19 Crescenf dropped - A Miqlﬁq Aﬂernoon -
Exisfencels whole Apc, ](i”ec] up, Greaf Clouc]s - |il<e Ushers - |eorninq -
Wi”‘u one sma” Diadem. Cpeafion - |00|<inq on -

Mq second Rank - too small the fiest - The Flesh - Surrendered - Cancelled -
Crowned - Cpowinq - on my Father's breast - The Bodiless - l)equn -

A half unconscious Queen - Two Worlds - like Audiences - disperse -
But H’liS fime - Ac]equafe - Ered, And |eove ﬂ]e Soul - alone -

\X/iﬂ’l Wl” fo cl}oose, or to Pejecj[,

And | clwose, jus’[ a Crown - ek

(f Dickinson's non-standard placing of the apostrophe)

So give me back to Death -
o The Death I never feared

Excepf that it clepPivecl of thee -

And now, Iaq Life clepPivecl,

In my own Grave | breathe

And estimate its size -

Ifs size is a" ”mf He” can guess -
And o” ﬂ]ai Heaven was -

% ok ok

Emil DicLinsonls S e”in anc] uncluation are Peiained wiil’uouf l[ur’ﬂ]er commenl exce fl[op two instance
Yy P 9 P P

where ”19 punduaiion is bq most sfandards incorrect - a ](oofnofe is addec] ]esf H]is l}e ﬂwouqlﬁ fo l)e a fqpo.
| relain ”19 shopf dash (/lu;pl]en, more common in UK Enqlisl}) wl]icl] she uses in her manuscpipfs Paﬂ]er
than ﬂ]e en dasl‘u as oﬂen fmnscpil)ed.

There are offen mu“iple versions of both fext, capiialisa’[ion and puncfuafion so choices must necessaPilL] be made.



Pedal markinqs are indicative but in a few marked places should be plaqecJ as written. Pedal for quofo is not shown.

Quinfuplefs ete should alwaqs be ploqed with exacﬂq equal value notes (nof e.g. quinfuple’[ as 2+3 e’[c) and the stress

alwaqs on the first.
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