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When grains of sand are ququ maqnil[iec] fheq reveal an unseen and surprising complexifg of l(orm, slmpe,
texture and colour. Mo two grains are the same and their mu“iplicifq pPovicJes hidden worlds of qr’eajl l)eoujlq
and interest. In this volume of my Sjleps series each piece is derived from a sinqle chord in some way - perhaps
it simplq provic]es an opening, or its character suqqesfs a harmonic sonorifg, or its intervals seed a meloclq. The
chopd is sfa’lec] anc] is, as it were, Jll]e evqucIaq, munclane overview ol[ J[|1e grain ol( sand - fhe ensuing piece

unloc|<s l)q IImaqnil(icafionII ﬂ]e freasure wifhin. H is ﬂ]e plaqerls choice as o wheﬂwr ﬂwq acfua”q souncl ”19 c|10|°c|.

Beqond the (unimpopjlanf) IIcomposijlional meclmnics”, the aim of this Sfeps sef, as with all the ofhers, is to conjure

|iﬂ|e woplcls o]( l(eelinq ancl expression: fo painf a picfur’e; fo poncIeP a ﬂlouth; fo evol<e an aimosphere.

Mq I(Piencl, the pianis’[ and poef Oana Rusu Tomcli pPO\/ideCI me with two lﬁeaufil(ul verses inspiPecI l)q this same
stimulus and concepl. Cunninqlq, ﬂmq do the same as my pieces in that each line pPO\/iCJQS an inclepenc]enjr,

confmsfinqlq chamcfer’isec] fiﬂe, qef ﬂ]eq also coalesce fo l(orm cohesive wlwoles. The l[irsf is prec]ominanﬂq exulforq,

ﬂle second Peﬂecfive. The cqcle is dedicaied fo her’.



| look ﬂwouqh you at the sun

Vou iqni’[e your own ](ir)e

Reverberate Hwouqh hidden mossy chambers
I_onq sfonq corPiCJors ancl marine gems
Daiien”q Pe”ﬁnldnq fhe wopld

Dissolvinq |il<e Iﬁoneq on Godls Jlonque

With a nonchalant qes’lure you pu’[ to my eye
A |ens ol( maqni](iceni Pel(mcfions

To my ear, a curious sound

Fipsf, a Pumljlinq, Jlhen, surPencleP

A’I Iasf, fhe Eea’[i{ic moment when you ﬂq in Hﬁe air
\X/ijllw a sjle”or whooslﬁ. ..

A woncleP Hmf cloes not l<now ol( ifsell(

As all marvels are, innocent

Of aqqmnclizinq and human drama
Spendinq of itself inexhausiiblq

In prisms of qlorq and eniqma’lic hexaqons
A grain of sand is a sun

MUCI”I ClOSQP 10 us Jllmn any Oﬂ“IQP Pevela’[ion planejls.

A |eﬂer> ](u” ol[ l)reafhs Ims aPPivec]

A nameless sender's coupjlesq fo me

The hcmcl is puzzlinq, grains ol( sanc]

Pour in the hear)’[, and plunqe in openecJ earth
Time is passing wiﬂwuf progressing

The sundial memorializes someone's joy in a return
Sfunned |anquaqe ol( silence, unvoiced j[|1r°oc|JI,
Diqmenfs ol( Ionqinq inl(use our reunions

\X/lm |105 Iaeen ca”inq a” niqlﬁ

In the realm of air and water?

Waichinq with eyes o][ wild birds

Breaﬂ]inq wijllw |unqs ol( JIuﬂ ancl qmsses?
Shall T eall you a Shadow?

Lithe l)odq of quiet revolt

Your sleeves are as liqlﬂ as sails

QuicLeninq a boat towards darkness

The river ol( Iove cmcl AGGH”I is Peodq fo swo”ow
Our pleasure frips into what caused us pain

A silver fish's splaslw sulamerqes in a last Iinqerinq chord.

Oana [Qusu Tomai
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/o my dear triend Oana Rusu Tomai
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